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ments-of;the||o||uW(^rlce 
: Index (CPI) mayt'-tesw in *an 
: early , annuity^. Ibonjfs, foy 
i 125,000 retired-fed^j^w'l^ers 
and military people, tin the 
Washington area. | J ^ 
Although January ‘living 
cost crept up only iby‘'onp-t«ith" 
of 1 .per cent, a switch in time 
references has created a di- 
lemma for persons who deciile 
when to order a federak~^ 
tary annuity boost. : s 
Under the old rules, the CPI 
: was based on an index of 100 
: fpr the years 1957-59. Accord* 
ijlng to that/ yardstick, living 
, : i costs now measure, 138.6, 
meaning that it costs $138.60 
to buy goods and services 
today that could have been 
purchased for $100 back in 
1959. 1 

But the base year has been 
officially changed to 1967 — t 
and it could be an important • 
change for the 1.5 million fed- 
eral and military retirees 
whose annuities are tied to the 
CPI. 

Using the old guidelines, the 
|, January living cost rise missed 
— by ope-tenth of 1 per cent— 
setting in motion machinery 
that, raises military-civilian re- 
tired pay. Under the old . sys- 
tem, the, CPI has to go,;.: ; up to 
138.7, and stay at that level for ] 
three months, to trigger the 1 ’ 
raise. . 

But by using 1967 as the 
base year, the, CPI figures 
have changed slightly, just .; 
enough to register a 3 per cent ; 
raise or, under the present i 
system,. a CPL.of 119.2, •, , ^ 

If the Civil Service Commis- 
sion agrees to base the retire- 
ment countdown on the 1967 
yardstick, and .there, is every 
reason to believe it will, civil- 
ian and military retirees will 
be getting a minimum 4 per 
cent increase effective June 1. 

It would show up in , checks 
mailed out for July, .-izl' 

If, however, CSCdecided to 
keep the'eo- 
1957-59 yardstfe^tl 
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June . ^.vwould .be; 'eligible for 
an anhulfy boniispThe bonus 
would be a minimum of 4 per 
cent, since the CPI has al- 
ready risen .3 per cent and the 
.government adds a 1 per cent 
-bonus to make up for the two- 
fchonth delay in computing an- 
flujty changes and getting the 
money to people, W * jK “ y f 
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stroyed. , 

Since 1 ' then, however, ' "DO'P 
officials; say the edict was a 
mistake that has been cleared 
up. They say that a two-month 
supply of the old-style, equal- 
size masthead stationery is 
left. It will not be destroyed, 
/instead, it haS been converted 
to memo pads and scratch’ 
paper. . .... 
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partiqent of I ransportation' . . *»». tm^ujee who mew me 1 wiinam vv. Layton h 
mas acted to save a two-month whistle on the .proposed pap- named director of eq 
!?WPyV-..°f. stationery: {hat /had er burning ; ought to get an ployment opportunity, 

F tn uKi f ° r :fward from The, taxpayers. But ob, for the Federal Reserve 
status, squabbie^ithth^ Fed- .things: being .the way they are, System. Layton had been with 
eral Aviation Administration, we’ll , never tell who it was. the Agriculture Department. 
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: ■ .Slimmer Jobs: Several per- 
( sons have .asked how they can 
get Aittron! qualification tests 
for, summer" fiidqral jobs. The 
answer Js they -are too late. 

The^ next and final summer 
test date! this .year is March 13, 
and that is only 'for young per- 
sons, who registered by the 
Feb. 3 cutoff. 
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equal em- 
a new 
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